Sursum Corda Patio Chat February 17, 2022

All About Exams!

In the following pages, you will find our own Sursum Corda “Introduction to Exams” followed by some
exams (Form I and Form IV — similar ages to our Form I and Form III) from the PNEU programme of
1924.

Consider and discuss:

1.  What stands out to you about our “Introduction™
How do you implement this in your home? What has worked well? What pitfalls have you faced?
What surprises you about the PNEU questions?

LG

What questions would you expect that are NOT there?



INTRODUCTION TO EXAMS

“The terminal examinations are of great importance. They are not merely and chiefly
tests of knowledge but records which are likely to be permanent.”
Charlotte Mason, Vol. 6, p. 272

In a Charlotte Mason Education, students’ assimilation of knowledge is assessed in
various capacities. First, through narration of living books which engages the short term
memory in recalling and telling vivid details of the story. Secondly, students use their
intermediate memory by recalling and briefly narrating the previous week's lessons.
Lastly, end of term exams provide an invitation to exercise the long term memory as
students narrate what they know, care about and remember from their studies.

Too often exams are approached with stress and anxiety, while the student cramming
the necessary facts that may be addressed on the test only to forget the information
once the test is complete! Charlotte Mason described this well when she wrote,

“The schoolboy ‘crams’ for an examination, writes down what he has thus
learned, and behold, it is gone from his gaze forever: as Ruskin puts it, ‘They
cram to pass, and not to know, they do pass, and they don't know' *

(Val. 1, p. 155)

End of Term exams are a natural extension of learning and designed as a way to
showcase, highlight and share about the vast array of subjects students have
encountered in the last 12 weeks. They are not for grades or marks, but an opportunity
to reveal to both teacher and student alike what ideas taken hold in a student’s life and
what living thoughts the student has assimilated as his or her own.

As students continue to build their habit of attention and consistent practice of narration,
they will continue to grow in their readiness for these type of open ended exams.

Set aside a few days or the entire week for the end of the term exams. Exams should
take the same amount of time a regular lesson does during the day. Instead of the usual
lesson, exam questions are given, allowing adequate time to answer it.

Adapted from End of Term Exams in a Charlotte Mason Education article by Simply
Charlotte Mason.

The following exam provides sample questions that cover the Core Subjects and
Fine Arts at Sursum Corda. Parents may use all or some of the questions, make
revisions or create their own set of questions. Responses will not be submitted
the Sursum Corda teacher, but are given to the parent to review.




Faamination 98. M,
Parents’ National Educational Union.
The Parents’ Union School.

(Addlress : Tax Dikrcror, Pareses' Ustox Senoon, Amnuwsie.)

Motto: “1 am, I can, I ought, I will.”'
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A&B 1. 1. Tell u story about David and Jonathmn.

2, Deseribe (a ), what happened when Sanl went into the
cave where David was at Engedi, or, (b), the
coming of the ark to Salem.

I1. 1. Tell about the occasion when (a), Jesus fed five
' 'thmEilnﬂ, or, (), when He appeared with Moses and
ins.

2, Tell the story nhan!sfu). the man who fell among
thieves, or, (b), the mwhomadnamaupp&
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